
With the outlook for 
the housing market
gloomy, to say the least
for the medium term,
it’s not a great time 

to be selling your home. However, 
people do still need to move house, 
and with it being a buyers’ market,
competition for that elusive purchaser 
is fiercer than ever.

In the current climate, vendors have to
be increasingly imaginative in how they
make their home more saleable. And
once they have that precious viewer
through the door, they need to ensure
that they stay long enough to have a 
good look around and see the house at
its best.

There are a number of ways to get the
best out of a room; often little tricks of
décor, positioning or use of light.

While most of us think we know what
looks right in our own home, when it
comes to second-guessing what the next
owner may prefer, it’s best to have a more
objective view.

So, we’ve called on five interior design
experts to offer some simple tips on 
how to make your home more attractive
to a would-be buyer, and to perhaps help
give the housing market a nudge in the
right direction.

DAVID BAKER of Baker.Rhodes@Home
says now is not the time to go minimalist.
Avoid emptying your home of most of its
contents and painting everything beige –
this over-promoted trick is both
transparent to today’s buyers and
impractical. If you have decorated your
home successfully, regardless of your
choice of style/period/design, there

should be no worry about putting off
potential buyers. If you can identify
offensive objects in the home remove
them now. In the current miserable
economic climate, we believe there 
is an increased need for the home to
offer comfort. Whilst clutter and
overcrowding a room will not do, the
comfort of soft cushions and luxury
fabrics can lift the spirits – now is not
the time to go minimalist.
GENERAL TIP: All rooms should be
spotless, with kitchen and bathroom
surfaces kept clear. Make the most of
window views and gardens should be well
kept. Check paintwork throughout your
home for chips and scratches and touch
up as necessary – it’s amazing what a
difference can be made.
Baker.Rhodes@Home, Felmingham, North
Walsham, 01263 733455.

Making the best of it
In difficult selling times, Mark Nicholls enlists the help of five interior
design experts for tips on what vendors can do to make their homes

more attractive to a potential buyer.
PICTURES: ADRIAN JUDD
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